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Z I M B A B W E   C O U N C I L   O F   C H U R C H E S

PRESS RELEASE 

The Zimbabwe Council of Churches meeting at the Bi-Annual Meeting on 29 October 2008, deliberated on the issues affecting our nation and;
Continuously calling upon the Lord God for the divine intervention in the situation of our country,
 Applauding the parties for the effort put in sitting at the table to discuss openly issues regarding our nation.
Appreciating the sterling job and commitment of the facilitator Mr. Thabo Mbeki in heeding the biblical call ‘to seek peace and pursue it.’
Hopeful of the dawning of a new era where human dignity, values, spiritual and ethical foundations, personal and social virtues are respected and upheld;

We do hereby call upon
The President of Zimbabwe and President of ZANU (PF), Cde. R. G. Mugabe, The President of MDC- T and Prime Minister Designate Mr. M. R. Tsvangirai, and President of MDC-M and Deputy Prime Minister Designate- Professor A. G. O. Mutambara to:

· Remain in dialogue and engagement, with no party having recourse to arbitrary disconnection, disinterest and action that will break trust, good faith and the continuation of dialogue and negotiation now and in future,
· Make available to the Church and other stakeholders an opportunity to assist and or buttress dialogue for the speedy and immediate resolution of the current and future situations.
Mindful of the Global Political agreement signed on the 15th of September 2008;

We call upon:

· The political parties to come out of their grooves and honestly consider the people’s needs for abundant life, [where] ‘their eyes and ears will be open to the needs of the people’ Isaiah 32:3
· The signatories to the agreement to uphold their integrity by delivering on the promises they made to the people of Zimbabwe during the signing ceremony;
· The political parties to strive to go beyond the agreement in a bid to honestly and completely serve the people of Zimbabwe;

· The government to desist from and confront corruption head on in their parties and the whole nation

· The government to explicitly and expressly make a humble call for humanitarian assistance through both the local and international NGOs and agencies;
· The government to remove all unnecessary administrative barricades and bureaucratic red tape that hinder the urgent call for assistance by the victims of political violence and drought;
· The state security and the justice system to act fairly in the treatment of all political parties and enforce the law without fear or favour for justice to be seen to be done;

· We also urge the church to be non partisan and continue with its prophetic and pastoral role;

· All political leaders to act responsibly to promote peace and prosperity for the nation of Zimbabwe and desist from selfish pursuance of sectional and party interests at the expense of common good of the entire nation.

 We would like to appreciate;

· The patience indicated by the Zimbabwean people as they wait for the outcome of the talks between the parties;

· The support that the SADC and the AU have continued to give even when a deadlock was reached in the talks.

· The church which has unceasingly prayed for peace and ‘for justice to flow like a river.’ 

Recalling the unfulfilled promises of successive fiscal and monetary policy statements;
We call upon
· The new government to be honest in the utilization of  national resources;

· The Reserve Bank governor to give a public account of the beneficiaries of the mechanization programmes and the repayment schedules to date;

· The Reserve Bank to avail money  and  remove  withdrawal limits to enable depositors  to enjoy their savings and salaries before being eroded by the world record inflation affecting our nation.
· The Reserve Bank Governor to stop abusing his office and immediately release the money ‘confiscated’ from the NGOs foreign currency accounts to enhance developmental projects to go on unhindered.
· The Reserve Bank Governor to prioritise the   Central Bank’s core business and not Quasi Fiscal. 
· The Governor of RBZ to stop forthwith the use of foreign currency as a legal tender for all local transactions as it has caused untold suffering for the poor the down trodden and the ordinary citizens the majority of whom do not have any means of access to foreign currency

Recognising the centrality of the agricultural sector to the national economy and the life threatening consequences of not producing our own food;

Threatened by hunger and starvation as a nation due to a plethora of situations besieging us;

We call upon
· The government to stop playing party politics with the lives of the citizens and give priority to the farming sector;

· The farmers’ organizations to take up the challenges of making their members to fully utilize and be accountable for the nation’s resources that they claim in their farming activities.
Aware of the deteriorating standards of health and education and other social services in the country;

We call upon: 

· The government to make the provision of clean water in urban areas a priority before many more lives are lost,

· All stakeholders in the health sector to come together and overhaul the system so as to be able to deliver adequate services.

· The government to treat the opening of universities as a matter of urgency to enable students to proceed with their education and lives smoothly; 

· The new government to put in place an educational system that enables the  total enjoyment of the right to education.
Having assessed our country situation and realising the great need for resources we plead with the international community to assist us in mobilising these resources for kick starting our economy.
Our commitment:

· To continue praying for the restoration of this nation;
· Work closely with other stakeholders in establishing the truth, building peace, reconciliation and encouraging healing;
We urge the people of Zimbabwe to listen to what the word of God says; ‘Let justice flow like a stream and righteousness like a river that never goes dry.’’ Amos 5:24
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